1 One of the recent books about the complex interrelations between state, society and economy in the period of war and revolution is Jan Kusber, Krieg und Revolution in Rußland 1904 -1906 of the Bolsheviks and the Mensheviks, came close to the brink of overthrowing the czarist state. At that moment, the political opposition in Russia obviously struggled to successfully achieve their constitutional goals; socialists strove towards a soviet constitution, bourgeois politicians for a parliamentary and democratic constitution. Confronted with the probability of such a drastic change in Russia, many people in Western Europe-including Max Weber, who occasionally classed himself with the democrats-felt electrified.
Perhaps some basic historical data may help to contextualize this discussion.3 In October 1905 the Czar promised to give his country a parliamentary assembly and a constitution.
Simultaneously, he gave up his position as an absolute autocrat, that is, his position as the supreme legislative, executive and judicial power of the state. For the first time in its history, Russia was governed by a council of ministers which was formed by departmental ministers and was presided over by the prime minister. The latter was the only person who was entitled to approach, and to be received by, the Czar.
In August and December 1905, the electoral laws for a Parliament called the Imperial Duma were enacted by the Czar, a Parliament that, together with the Imperial Council (an assembly of delegates of the feudal corporations and also of appointees of the Czar), was to be involved in the process of legislation.
Following the elections in April 1906, the Duma assembled, with the bourgeois Democrats as its strongest political group. It was their draft that formed the basis of one of the bills for a new Russian Constitution,4 a bill that was, however, rejected by the Czar. In June 1906 he dissolved the Duma. Only in May 1907 did a new Duma assemble.
But this is only a historical outline. It was during the period between Bloody Sunday in St. Petersburg (January 1905) and the naval battle at Tsushima (May 1905) that Max Weber began studying Russia and the Russian Revolution.5 He
